Johnson County Temporary Planning & Zoning Commission
Minutes: June 17, 2008

Attendance: All townships except Madison, Rosehill, and Hazel Hill were represented. This was the second month with no representative from Madison township. The Attendance Sign-in Sheet is attached.

In the absence of Chair Sam Thomason, Vice-chair Carolyn Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. The roll-call sheet was circulated. The minutes of the June 3 meeting were approved as presented (Kelly Colwell, Harry Feldman). Carolyn thanked Georgia for the attractive new name cards.

Old Business: Doug and Tracy are talking with the County Commissioners about getting legal counsel to review the answers to the P & Z Commission’s questions.

We briefly discussed the idea of posting minutes on the County’s website. Jane VanSant withdrew her suggestion, saying that she realized that it is virtually impossible to write the minutes in sufficient detail that someone who has not attended meetings would understand. Larry commented that the newspaper coverage is excellent and sufficient for the public to understand the Commission’s work.

Goals & Objectives: Georgia suggested that we use concensus process rather than voting, in order to try to incorporate the views of the minority rather than just the majority. The defined GOALS as what we want to have happen, the desired result; OBJECTIVES as components of the goal; and ACTION STRATEGIES as specific steps need to reach the objective.

We started with Principle 10, as the easiest, and went on to work on Principles 8 and 9. Commission members had 15 minutes to think of goals and objectives, and then we worked as a group to come up with Goals, Objectives and Action Strategies. These notes provide concepts to be included in the development of goals, objectives, and action strategies.  They are not intended to serve as the final wording for these items.

Principle 10: All residential and non-residential developments should be protected by adequate fire protection services.
Goal:  To save lives, protect property and minimize damage.


Objective: Ensure accessibility (emergency response can get to homes / businesses)

Strategies:  

· encourage development within reasonable response time (perhaps defined as miles from fire station

· require width of entrances into developments to be wide enough to allow emergency vehicles to enter

· adequate signage to locate roads and addresses

· roads allow access to emergency vehicles

Objective: sufficient water available to fight fires

Strategies:

· available water supply should relate to the type of development

· encourage alternate water supplies (i.e. dry hydrants) where water lines aren’t adequate to support fire fighting

Objective: encourage development within areas where fire protection exists

Objective: ensure a well trained fire fighting force

Objective: identify locations of hazardous materials
Principle #9:  All residential and non-residential developments should be served by adequate public approved water supply sources.
 Goal: To ensure a sufficient, safe water supply for human consumption

Objective: water for human consumption should meet health department and DNA standards

Strategies:

· Require testing for multi-unit developments

· Follow DNR requirements for supply and distribution

· Encourage testing of private supplies

Objective: encourage sufficient water supply to serve developments

Strategies:

· Define “sufficient”

· Explore benchmarks to measure water supply

· Do not regulate supplies that serve 3 or fewer households

Principle #8:  Home occupation businesses should be accommodated within certain standards to limit negative impacts to their surrounding environments.

Goal  -  To maintain and encourage a strong home based business economy for those residents wanting to operate a business.

(note: struck out “dwelling” – participants felt this restricted the development of businesses that would utilize another structure on the homeowner’s property)

Objective:  No government regulation on home occupations which do not adversely affect other property owners in the neighborhood.

Objective: Protect resident’s property investment and quality of life from neighboring home occupations that, by size and operation, create negative impacts on surrounding properties.

Strategies: regulate negative impacts, to include such things as noise, odor, traffic, hazardous materials.  Potential measure to include number of employees.

Carolyn announced that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 1. Georgia asked members to think about goals, objectives and strategies on principles 6, 7 and 8 in preparation for that meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm (Kenny Smarr, Donna Mathews).
